Tha-t much misunderstood and misrepresented District Attorney 
of Dallas, Henry Wade, was more deeply immersed in the tragedy and 
its drama than most others, for it is he who, but for Ruby, would 
have prosecuted Oswald. He intended that there be no discussion of 
the evidence beoause of prejudicial consequences. In early December 
1971 he told me of his efforts to prevent this police outpouring. 

The afternoon of the assassination he asked then Police Chief Jesse 
Curry to shut up and to gtet his police to clamp their tongues. On 
reaching home that evening, the first thing Wade saw on television 
was Curry blabbing again. By the time he could get to the gail, 
thronged as it was with reporters from all over the world, there was 
a new and troubling rumor, that after arrest Oswald had been man- 
handled. This led to Oswald* s appearance before the press, terminated 
by the polioe as soon as the accused asked for legal help. By then 
the polioe purpose had been accomplished. Visibly, Oswald had not 
been beaten badly. Despite Wade's intention of remaining silent, the 
talkative police, the situation and the persistence of the press, for 
which no past experience could prepare him, impelled explanations, his 
information coming from the same police. Generally, police statements 
later turned out to be untrue. 


